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UP FRONT

Flower, a previously abused Morgan mare seizedfrom a farm in Stafford County, Virginia,
in May, has recovered since being brought to the F,quine Rescue League.

INVESTIGATIONS

Safe Haven in Hunt Country

&]uine Rescue League opens after auction expose

S

uccesses in animal protection are
often slow in coming . However, this
spring The HSUS was gratified by
a small but heartwanning success story that
will undoubtedly improve the lives of hun
dreds of horses.
The HSUS has investigated atrocious
conditions facing many horses sold through
auctions nationwide. Last year one such
investigation in Front Royal, Virginia, cul 
minated in a raid on an auction and the
seizure of several horses (see the Summer
1990 HSUS News). During the investiga
tion, we saw horses with broken legs and
noses, dislocated shoulders, bums, and in
fected wounds being sold and shipped to
slaughter. Others with systemic infections
such as strangles and pneumonia suffered
the same fute. The most common condi
tion we saw, however, was severe starva
tion. Some animals were so emaciated that
they could barely stand .
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were reluctant to seize horses .
Not surprisingly, even with the help of
two local humane societies and ten Vrrginia
humane officers, The HSUS encountered
the same shortage of housing for the ani 
mals seized at the Front Royal auction .
Even though The HSUS had made the
commitment to pick up all expenses for the
seized horses, it was months before we
were able to convince local prosecutors to
charge horse abusers for their crimes and
to locate suitable places to house the
animals .
In the midst of the investigations, Ms .
Rogers vowed that someday she would
open a humane society for neglected horses
that would otherwise languish and die in
the barns and fields of Virginia . She armed
herself with information from the HSUS
Companion Animals Department on how
to establish and operate a shelter. That she
had no money; no land, and no stable did
not deter her.
On Valentine's Day 1990, a small Vir
ginia newspaper ran a series of articles pro
filing local sweethearts. Although most ar
ticles contained touching stories about
human couples, the reporter wrote a seg
ment on Pat Rogers, describing her love for

After documenting such conditions for
several months, HSUS investigator Gail
Eisnitz enlisted the aid of Patricia Rogers,
a Virginia horsewoman who had rescued
horses all her adult life.
To the two women, the most frustrating
aspect of the investigation and seizing of
neglected horses was the lack of facilities
to house, care for, or rehabilitate such ani
mals . Daily upkeep of the horses was very
expensive, particularly when the abused
animals required extensive veterinary care .
Past cruelty cases had been tied up in litiga
tion for months . Horses taken in the raids
were held as evidence, making each seizure
prohibitively expensive. As concerned as
private horseowners were, few were will
ing to provide intermittent foster care for
fear that the seized horses would pass
diseases to their own, healthy horses.
Without sufficient housing or funds to care ERLfounder Pat Rogers greets mares taken
for neglected animals, local authorities from Stafford County and their new foals.
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ERL volunteer Jackie Johnson grooms a quarter horse that was destinedfor slaughter
before coming to thefarm; the owner had not wished to treat the horse's abscessed hooves.
abused horses and her determination to
open a humane society. The story included
a photo Gail Eisnitz had taken of a horse
named Bitsy.
The two women had found Bitsy lying
on a stall floor, hidden away in the darkest
recesses of an auction barn. A five-year
old ex-racing Thoroughbred, the horse had
apparently been abandoned by her owner
and left to die until somebody decided to
cart her off to auction. Bitsy was so starved
and crippled that she sold for only $7.00.
The women fed her hay and made sure a
veterinarian administered pain medication
before she was sent on her last journey
to the slaughterhouse.
Pat Rogers's unique story and the pathetic
picture of Bitsy shocked hunt-country
readers. Ms. Rogers's phone started ringing
with offers of support. Among the callers
was attorney and former Federal Com
munications Commissioner Mark S .
Fowler. He took a personal interest in the
project and later became the first president
of her humane society.
Its founding meeting was conducted in
the tiny village of Lucketts, Virginia, in
April 1990. Scores of people volunteered
their time and services; among them were
horse owners, farriers, veterinarians, car
penters, feed store operators, printers, and
accountants . The Equine Rescue League
(ERL) became a reality.
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Ms . Rogers showed community leaders
the graphic photos shot during the HSUS
investigation. Her presentations generated
support and much needed funds. A Lees 
burg, Virginia, landowner offered to allow
the Equine Rescue League to use her sixty-

six-acre farm to stable the seized horses .
Although the furm, Churchland, was
already in great condition, a corps of ERL
volunteers built additional run-in sheds and
fences and prepared the existing box stalls
for their new occupants .
Within the first month of operation,
sixty-three debilitated horses were given
refuge by the ERL . Some had been taken
from uncaring owners, others had been
purchased at Virginia auctions. Seven preg 
nant, emaciated mares in the first group
foaled within days of their arrival . Without
the ERL, the mares and their foals would
probably have died.
On May ll, 1991, Gail Eisnitz attended
the ERL's grand opening celebration. Over
a thousand visitors milled about the
grounds. During the celebration, Ms.
Rogers and Ms. Eisnitz talked once again
of Bitsy, who might have been saved, if
only there had been a place to keep her.
During the course of the HSUS investiga
tion, they found hundreds of Bitsys but
could not save them. Almost every one was
shipped to slaughter because there was no
place authorities could put them at the
time. Now, at least in Virginia, there is. ■

MARINE MAMMALS

Whales at a Crisis Point

Exploitation vs enlightened protection

T

here is no way to predict the future ing public pressure to end the exploitation
of the great whales. The fate of these of whales. This year was no different.
In diplomatic circles it is rarely possi
peaceful creatures is intertwined with
that of all nature in the 1990s. Will humans ble to confront such tough questions head
continue to exploit the rest of the world for on. It has been virtually impossible to find
exploitation's sake? Will greed prevail? Will government officials willing to speak out
the old "resource management" mindset in favor of protecting animals simply be
win out over a new ethic of protection of cause of their intrinsic value. Most govern
ments remain shackled to the wildlife
nature?
These questions came to center
stage at management tradition, managing
•
• (that is,
the May 1991 meeting of the International killing) wildlife "for its own good" and the
Whaling Commission (IWC), held in Ice  (financial) good of man. Most nations ac
land. For several years the IWC has cept the notion that wildlife is a resource
wrestled with its original mandate of for man's rational utilization .
People the world over want whales pro
"making possible the orderly development
of the whaling industry" and with grow- tected, not hunted and harpooned. The
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the information necessary to manage lack of scientific information for manag
whales properly. It was clear that the IWC's ing whale populations. The HSUS and
computer models had failed to safeguard others have kept the humane and ethical
whale populations, since many had crashed issue on their agenda. Unfortunately, that
to levels of near extinction under IWC's issue is not taken as seriously as we might
"scientifically based" management. It was like by those making decisions.
obvious, as well, that it would be prudent
A vote was taken at the IWC meeting in
to give whale populations a respite and to May endorsing the new computer model.
direct scientists' attention to benign The United States and other member coun
methods of calculating populations in the tries refined this position, adding more
meantime.
stringent requirements on allowable
The HSUS has always been opposed to margins of error in estimating whale
putting all of our hopes for protecting populations. Then, the scientists were sent
whales in the scientific basket. We have back to their computers to put finishing
maintained the position that killing whales touches to a model that was to be ready
is unethical and cruel. Whales are totally for review in 1992.
defenseless, have complex social structures
Thus, although the moratorium on com
that are disrupted when many individuals mercial whaling remains intact for 1991, the
are removed from them, and play an im wheels have been set in motion for quota
portant role in the marine ecosystem. They (kill) recommendations to take effect as
belong to the world, not to a handful of early as 1992, or, more likely, 1993.
whalers who see them as theirs alone to
Although The HSUS is opposed to any
exploit.
whaling, the new model does push the
Whale popul,ati,ons had era.shed prior to the
The risk in playing the "scientific" game world towards a more rationally deter
1986 /WC moratorium on wh aling .
became painfully clear when the IWC's mined level of whaling, should it ever begin
scientific committee proposed a new com again. The likelihood of full-scale whaling
only way to stop the slaughter, however, has puter model to estimate whale populations. resuming for many subspecies seems re
been to beat the wildlife managers at their Many countries (including the United mote. Blue, fin, sei, and other whales are
own game. For nearly two decades, whale States) have policies supporting the still so rare that we are not likely to see
protectors have fought to end whaling using moratorium based almost entirely on the their recovery for decades-if ever. The
arguments based almost entirely on
science: whale-population numbers are
dangerously low; no one can accurately
predict the impact of continued whaling on
their populations; no one can predict the
impact of ocean pollution, oil spills, etc. ,
on remaining fragile stocks.
Even in the face of the decimation of
whale populations, whaling nations have
fought to keep their bloody business afloat.
Japan, Iceland, and Norway voted against
protecting whales at annual IWC meetings,
always pushing for more and higher quotas.
Although a worldwide call for a mora
toriwn on commercial whaling surfaced as
early as 1972, it wasn't until 1986 that one
came into being. Japan, Norway, and
Iceland defied the ban and continued whal
ing or hid behind bogus "scientific whal
ing" to justify their business. In the
1990-91 season alone, Japan "scientific
ally" killed 327 minke whales.
When the IWC adopted an indefinite
moratorium on commercial whaling in Japanese wh alers in Antarctica secure a wh ale c arcass from the deck of their ship;
1986, it was based on the fact that it lacked Japan has defi ed the /WC ban by hiding behind the smokescreen of "scientific whaling.''
]2
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southern hemisphere minke population, on
the other hand, was the last to be exploited.
It was not so decimated as were those of
the larger subspecies.
The Japanese are optimistic about the
immediate reswnption of whaling on
minke stocks. It would be possible to take
a few minke whales without critically en
dangering that population. The Japanese
want to kill several thousand, however,
using the cruel explosive harpoon and with
little international oversight of their ac
tivities. The HSUS, of course, would op
pose this.
The HSUS supports the position of New
Zealand, which refused to endorse the
revised management procedure. Its com
missioner said, "I sometimes wonder
whether the beauty of a smoothly function ' 'Limiting dogs in the Iditarod to north ern breeds means no more poodles will run this
ing mathematical model may at times blind race," says David Wills. "'Iha.r's just common sense. J,Jlhy race poodles?"
the operator to the .lethal effects of its ap
plication out in the field . . . . No matter
how scientifically sensible such a manage INVESTIGATIONS
ment procedure may seem, it will appear
to the people of New Zealand that we are
repeating past mistakes-playing God and
reshaping the environment."
It was refreshing to see the New Zea
landers rise above the scientific quagmire
and raise the question of ethics. New
Zealand policy does not favor the reswnp
he HSUS has won a victory for Idit of treacherous trails in bitter cold weather.
tion of commercial whaling. Most govern
Even dogs who "love to run," as most
arod sled dogs.
ments, that of the United States included,
The Iditarod Trail Committee has mushers claim their dogs do, are pushed
feel uneasy taking this kind of moral high
adopted most of The HSUS's recommen to the limits of their endurance by the ar
ground.
The HSUS supports New Zealand in its dations for making the sled-dog race more duous Iditarod.
Not all of the HSUS recommendations
efforts to protect not only whales but humane. Those recommendations include
dolphins as well. We intend to work to raise use of straw bedding for the dogs; use of were adopted, however. The HSUS still
the level of debate in this country to one northern breeds of dogs only; mandatory has serious concerns about the leasing
disqualification for physical abuse of dogs; (rather than owning) of some of the dog
involving ethics as well as science.
President Bush should hear from all a longer rest stop at White Mountain (a teams; the lack of qualitative criteria for
Americans who believe that the time has critical juncture of the race); and a train mushers and teams entering the race; and
the committee's refusal to reduce the
come to end commercial whaling-and ing video for rookie mushers.
"These are commonsense recommenda number of dogs a musher can start with
whale slaughter-forever. The HSUS will
redouble our efforts at numerous interna tions," said David Wills, HSUS vice presi and increase the number each musher
tional gatherings, including the world sum dent of investigations. "We applaud the must finish with.
The trail committee did not address the
mit on the environment, scheduled to be Iditarod Trail Committee for taking steps
proliferation of "dog yards;' each of which
held in Brazil in June 1992.
to make the race more humane."
The HSUS formulated its recommenda holds 50 to 100 dogs tied to short chains
It was at a meeting in 1972 that the first
call for a whaling moratorium emerged. tions after staff members interviewed for much of their lives.
"We'll be back at the Iditarod in 1992,"
The twentieth anniversary of that meeting mushers during this year's race (see the
Mr. Wills said. "We want to observe the
offers the opportunity to move into the Swnmer 1991 HSUS News).
twenty-first century with the new ethics of
The HSUS was the only national animal race with the more humane standards in
enlightened protection of nature.-Patric ia protection organization to monitor the race, place, and we want to continue the dialogue
Forka n, senior vice president
■
which is run over more than 1,000 miles with the Iditarod Trail Committee."

lditarod Takes Big Step Forward
HSUS applauds decision of race committee
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